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Find your guide 
to the season’s 
hottest toys 
Want a Fingerling Monkey 


or a Hatchimals Surprise? 
It’s tough, not impossible. 
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Mich. Democrats 
sound off on 
House tax plan 
State lawmakers warn that 


cuts would benefit the rich, 
but hurt the middle class. 


@ usA TODAY 


Ex-intel chiefs: 
Trump being 
‘played’ by Putin 


President Trump backs up 
Russian leader but says he 
is ‘with’ US agencies. 2A 
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High 42° X Low 31° 
Partly sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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Albom: Lions need to start faster 
if they expect to win big games. 
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Many 
ignore 
vehicle 
recalls 


As problems increase, some 
owners shrug off notices 


TAILGATING HALL OF FAME 


Honorine those 
who watch and eat 


Eric D. Lawrence Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Vehicle recalls are regularly in the news, 
warning of inadvertent airbag deployments, 
faulty door latches, even risks of fire, not to 
mention the ongoing Takata airbag recall that 
dwarfs all others. 

But the steady stream of recalls masks the 
fact that about 30% of recalled vehicles remain 
unrepaired on America’s roads, according to 
federal statistics. 

Last year was a record for U.S. vehicle recalls 
— more than 53 million in 927 separate recalls 
— but those numbers are only the latest, with 
the total number of recalls increasing in each 
year back to 2011 when the number stood at13.6 
million, according to information from the Na- 
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 


pinnate <a Bey. 
Jon Edwards of Detroit, ‘left, dances with Rollo Rollin, also known as the “Reverend of Roar,” during 
tailgating Sunday at the Eastern Market in Detroit. PHOTOS BY JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


See RECALLS, Page 6A 


Detroit-based group enshrines fans who love a good time 


Increasing numbers of recalls 


The number of vehicle recalls in the U.S. has 
increased in each of the last five years; recalls 
affected more than 53 million vehicles in 2016. 


Omar Abdel-Baqui Special to Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Every Sunday, hours before kickoff, dozens of Detroit 
Lions fans gather at Eastern Market to party, watch and 
listen to pregame shows and support their team. It’s called 


tailgating, and it’s huge in Detroit. 209 
It’s so popular here that it’s only natural that the Tail- S00 
gating Hall of Fame (yes, there is such a thing) was found- E 
ed in metro Detroit. 400 a 
In 2006, Hans Steiniger, an engineer from Sterling 
Heights, decided he wanted to go on a journey from the 200 _ a 


perspective of a fan from every NFL city, an adventure he 
J 4 called “The Quest for 31.” 
Mark Mullins, known as “The Pilgrim,” 2012 2016 
poses for a photo. See TAILGATE, Page 8A SOURCE: NHTSA 


Hundreds of vulnerable Detroit 
families affected by Head Start woes... | 


Erin Einhorn 
Chalkbeat Detroit 


Nap Time 


tion notified families last week that, because of 
severe financial and logistical challenges, it 
will cease operations at its Head Start centers 


Hundreds of Detroit’s most vulnerable fam- 
ilies just received some alarming news. 

The Head Start centers they rely on for free, 
federally funded preschool, healthy meals and 
other services will be undergoing significant 
change and could potentially close. 

Affected are the 420 low-income Detroit 
children who attend 11 Head Start centers oper- 
ated by Southwest Solutions, a prominent De- 
troit social service organization. The organiza- 


at the end of December and lay off its 122 Head 
Start employees. 

The news is the latest upheaval to a Head 
Start program that has struggled to regain its 
footing in Detroit after years of deterioration 
and neglect. And social service advocates say 
they are worried that the problems that beset 
Southwest Solutions — which has had 


See HEAD START, Page 7A 


Evangelina De La Fuente worries about the future of the Head 
Start grandsons Randy and Prince attend. STEVE PALACKDHARRY 
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